
Long Time Getting There
Donald Stewart & Chris
Boland
own label, DJS001

Fiddle player Donald Stewart has teamed up here
with long-time friend and guitarist Chris Boland to
record an album of (mostly) his own tunes in the
traditional Scottish style. Self-penned tune
collections can sometimes reveal that even great
musicians do not always produce material that
compares well with traditional tunes which have
stood the test of time. In this case, however, I was
pleased to find that Donald’s tunes, while
retaining close ties with traditional style,
technique and structure, are melodic, original and
distinctive, and the compositions generally
manage to avoid sounding like plagiarised re-
workings of traditional pieces.

I imagine that his success is partly because
much of his repertoire has been composed over a
period of many years, rather than being hastily
compiled for the sake of making an album. This
has given the time and opportunity for Donald’s
compositional skills to be refined and matured.
His playing is crisp, confident and perfectly
paced. There are a couple of tunes in the less
popular key of B flat that are impressive in
maintaining a liveliness and flow that illustrate his
command of the instrument. 

Any player wishing to study the Scottish style
would do well to listen to this work, as the distinct
decoration in his playing is very clear and
controlled. He is accompanied throughout by
some nice guitar playing from Chris, whose roots
are in Irish music, and who continues to support
the Irish music community in Liverpool through
his work in Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann and also
in local sessions. A good spread of reels, jigs,
strathspeys, waltzes and airs, together with
occasional appearances by accordion, piano and
Donald’s Stroh violin add up to a nicely varied
collection. 
www.tradfiddle.com
Neil Brookes

Dutch Callers’ Choice
Triple Time
Volksdansvereniging, NVS7CD
This is a pleasant CD of country dance tunes by
the band Triple Time, who are based in The

Netherlands and Belgium. The track notes
comment that quite a lot of English Country
dances of Dutch origin had not been previously
recorded and this led Nederlandse Volksdans
Stichting (better known in the UK as The Dutch
Folk Dance Foundation or by the initials NVS) to
invite the band to make this recording. The
twenty-one tracks in total feature a range of
different, generally Playford-style dances, but
strangely, ‘The Spanish Farmers’ Dance’ appears
twice on separate tracks, albeit at different
speeds.

As would be expected from his association
with Holland, items from Pat Shaw’s repertoire
are represented by, for example, ‘Errol on the
Green’ and, again as expected, a couple of Fried
de Metz Herman’s dances also appear, such as
‘Rubies and Garnets’. The choice of the Dutch
Callers reflects many of the favourites on British
dance programmes, including several Playford
dances and other later dances, for example,
Sharon Green’s ‘Familiar Quotations’ and even
‘The Cowslip (Sawdl Y Fuwch)’ by Pat Shaw. 

The carefully-crafted musical arrangements
combine recorders, accordion and violin and, in
all but a very few cases, the original tunes are
never lost within the harmony. The tunes are
played to fit the style of the dances, ranging from
stately up to the more frivolous. The pace of the
dances is as one would normally expect, and full
dance instructions are included with the CD.
Perhaps unusually, the instructions open out into
a long column with the dances listed in
alphabetical order rather than in booklet form
with dances in track order.

This CD will provide the UK audience with
some well-known dances and some not-yet-well-
known dances. Pleasant to listen to as you dance
and well-documented dance instructions
combine to provide a satisfying package.
www.nvs-dance.nl/
Roderick Stradling

A Shirt of Silk or Snow
Wendy Weatherby
Fellside, FECD230
Though Wendy is deeply immersed in both the
Scots tradition and the songs of Robert Burns,
much of her long and varied performing career
has been spent away from the folk scene in a
range of other concert and theatre performances,

ranging from jazz, when she worked with Dick
Lee and Hamish Moore, through to her
outstanding and memorable contribution to the
classic Govan Shipyard production of The Ship by
Bill Bryden. Wendy has also taught both cello and
voice at the RSAMD and The National Centre of
Excellence at Plockton.

This is definitely our loss, as she is an
outstanding performer with a distinctive individual
approach, and this album gives good insights into
her huge talents. Generally, it is her beautiful
voice tackling the ballads that shines through in
this selection with ‘The Bonny Hind’ sung to
fiddle and cello contrasting strongly with ‘The
Gardener’ to banjo and concertina standing out
among them. She also sings well with the piano
taking the main accompanying role on ‘Sir Patrick
Spens’ and ‘Alison Gross’, though the latter
suffers from over-arrangement; but throughout
she shows that she has the ear for wonderful
tunes.

Then there are her composed tunes played
on the cello. She demonstrates a range of
exciting accompaniments to Pete Clark’s fiddle on
one set of reels written for a show based on
Lewis Grassic Gibbon’s Grey Granite, but even
more special is the set of three tunes, led on
cello, that she wrote for a staging of Robert
Burns’ ‘Tam O’Shanter’, though perhaps the
middle one is too close to ‘Farewell To Whisky’ to
be considered Wendy’s composition.

This album only augments a long-held
opinion that Wendy is a remarkable performer.
www.fellside.com
Vic Smith

The Glamoury
Emily Portman
Furrow Records, FUR002
Previously one third of the award-nominated
Devil’s Interval, Emily Portman now branches out
with a solo offering that is one of the most
inventive and intriguing first albums for many a
year. Drawing from myth, fable and folk
storytelling, she has woven a series of self-
penned songs that create an otherworldly
atmosphere without a hint of clichéd feyness,
revealing her as a confident, compelling teller of
tales.

While her contemporaries often try to mesh
modern musical stylings to traditional material, to
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